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INTRODUCTION 

The  Population  and  Economy  Study 

This  report  has  been  prepared  by  the  Mebane  Planning  Board 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Division  of  Community  Planning  of  the 
Department  of  Conservation  and  Development.   One  in  a  series  of 
reports,  this  study  deals  with  a  population  and  economy  analysis 
of  the  area.   Its  purpose  is  to  enumerate  facts  and  to  show  growth 
trends  which  will  influence  the  future  development  of  Mebane.   It 
is  intended  that  this  report  provide  the  base  upon  which  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  Mebane's  development  will  be  built.   All 
material  used,  unless  otherwise  noted,  is  taken  from  published 
and  unpublished  reports  of  the  U.  S.  Census. 

A  largely  industrial  town,  one  of  Mebane's  most  valuable 
resources  is  its  population  and  labor  force.   The  first  part  of 
the  report  will  analyze  quantitative  aspects  of  the  past  and 
present  population  of  the  town.   The  size,  age,  sex,  and  racial 
composition  and  family  structure  of  the  population  will  be 
discussed,  as  well  as  population  projections  for  1970,  1980,  and 
1985.   The  second  section  of  the  study  concerns  itself  with 
qualitative  considerations  of  the  people  such  as  education,  income, 
and  residential  mobility. 

The  third  section  involves  a  look  at  the  factors  of  economy 
which  taken  together  determine  the  economic  well-being  of  Mebane. 
The  economic  base,  employment  stability,  and  trends  in  retail 
trade  and  services,  manufacturing,  wholesaling,  and  agriculture 
will  be  studied,  as  well  as  worker  availability,  past  trends  in 
employment,  and  projections  of  future  employment.   Finally,  con- 
clusions will  be  drawn  regarding  the  future  of  Mebane's  population 
and  economy . 

Mebane's  Setting 


Soon  after  the  town  was  settled  by  Stephen  White  in  1854 
and  incorporated  in  1881,  Mebane  established  itself  as  a  furniture 
raar.u  f  a  c  tur  ing  center.   Tlie  town  grew  steadily  until  1940,  when 
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Its  growth  rate  slowed  down-   The  change  is  largely  explained  by 
the  fact  that  the  recent  growth  has  been  in  the  unincorporated 
fringe  area  and  thus  the  continued  population  increase  has  not 
been  reflected  in  U.  S.  Census  population  figures  for  Mebane. 
Well  situated  with  respect  to  modern  transportation,  the  town  has 
a  diversified  manufacturing  inventory  including  bedding,  textiles, 
tobacco  storage,  lumbering,  and  most  recently  steel  tubing. 

Located  in  the  Piedmont  Crescent  region  of  North  Carolina, 
the  importance  of  Mebane's  setting  should  not  be  overlooked.   The 
Crescent  is  rapidly  expanding  into  the  undisputed  educational  and 
economic  center  of  the  state  and  much  of  the  South  as  well. 
Stretching  from  Raleigh  west  to  Winston-Salem  and  south  to 
Charlotte,  the  Crescent's  population  and  economy  are  expanding 
rapidly.   Mebane,  which  is  twenty-three  miles  west  of  Durham  and 
eleven  miles  east  of  Burlington,  finds  itself  in  the  midst  of 
this  band  of  development.   As  such,  the  growth  of  the  Cresent 
will  influence  Mebane's  future. 


The  Planning  Area 

The  Mebane  planning  area  shall  be  designated  as  all  land 
within  the  town  limits  and  within  the  territory  extending  for 
one  mile  beyond  these  limits.   The  fringe  around  the  town  is 
included  primarily  because  much  of  the  future  urban  growth  will 
take  place  in  this  area.   Mebane  has  the  authority  to  zone  the 
use  of  land  and  to  control  its  subdivisions  within  that  part  of 
the  one-mile  extraterritorial  area  in  Alamance  County  (General 
Statutes  of  North  Carolina,  Chaper  160-181.2  and  160-226).   It 
is  likely  that  within  the  near  future  Mebane  will  also  gain  this 
right  for  that  part  of  the  planning  area  found  in  Orange  County. 

The  area  within  the  town  limits  —  ''the  town  area''  — 
consists  of  somewhat  over  a  square  mile  or  approximately  750 
acres,  while  the  one  mile  ''fringe  area"  contains  another  eight 
square  miles.   The  entire  "planning  area"  represents  a  land  area 
of  better  than  nine  square  miles. 


MEBANE 
.ANNING  AREA 


FRINGE  AREA 


MEBANE'S  POPULATION 


PAST  TRENDS 

Figures  on  past  population  trends  are  unfortunately  available 
only  for  the  incorporated  area  of  Mebane  which  is  now,  and  has 
been  for  some  time,  nearly  saturated  with  development.   The  major 
growth  has  occurred  around  the  town  in  both  Melville  and  Cheeks 
Townships,  the  two  townships  in  which  Mebane  is  located.   The 
U.  S.  Census  reports  do  not  break  down  township  growth  and  it  is, 
therefore,  impossible  to  get  growth  trends  for  the  area  which  is 
immediately  surrounding  Mebane  and  which  is  largely  dependent  on 
Mebane  for  services,  shopping,  and  work. 

The  population  growth  of  Mebane  has  not  been  steady. 
Although  the  rate  of  increase  has  varied  greatly,  there  has  been 
growth  since  1900  -  date  of  the  first  published  census  figures  for 
Mebane.   The  town's  single  greatest  period  of  growth  was  from 
1910  to  1920.   Since  1920,  it  has  shown  consistent  growth  at  a 
generally  slower  rate  than  Melville  Township,  but  at  a  faster  rate 
than  Cheeks  Township.   The  corresponding  counties  —  Alamance  and 
Orange  —  have  shown  consistent  growth  as  well.   The  counties 
themselves  have,  within  the  last  thirty  years,  exhibited  a  much 
greater  rate  of  increase  than  either  the  Town  of  Mebane  or  the 
t  ownsh  ips . 

Annexations  have  had  little  effect  on  the  town's  population. 
Mebane  did  not  grow  geographically  from  the  time  of  its  incorpora- 
tion until  the  early  1960's.   At  that  time,  the  area  northeast  of 
town  was  added,  but  provided  little  additional  population  as  it 
Is  just  now  beginning  to  develop.   The  recent  annexation  study 
of  Mebane*  has  proposed  the  addition  of  four  geographical  areas 
to  the  north,  south,  east,  and  west  of  the  present  town  limits. 
Should  these  areas  be  annexed,  they  would  contribute  approximately 
1850  people  to  the  population  of  the  town. 


*Mebane  Annexation  Study,  Division  of  Community  Planning, 
February,  1966 . 
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THE  PRESENT  POPULATION 

The  U.  S.  Census  of  1960  population  figures  for  Mebane  was 
2364.   The  annexation  areas'  population  has  been  estimated  at  1850, 
bringing  the  total  to  close  to  4200. 

To  get  a  better  overall  picture  of  the  1966  fringe  area 
population,  data  other  than  that  of  the  Census  reports  have  been 
utilitized.   A  housing  count  of  the  fringe  area  (exclusive  of 
the  proposed  annexation  areas)  yields  approximately  150  additional 
homes.   If  one  assumes  the  estimated  family  size  of  the  annexation 
areas  to  hold  true  for  the  entire  fringe  area,  then  each  dwelling 
unit  houses  3.6  persons.   Thus,  there  are  an  additional  540  persons 
in  the  fringe  area  to  bring  the  total  planning  area  population  to 
roughly  4750  in  1966. 


Migration 

The  population  of  a  given  area  can  increase  either  by  natural 
increase  (when  births  exceed  deaths  as  normally  is  the  case)  or 
by  in-migration  or  a  combination  of  both.   In  Mebane  during  the 
last  decade  the  population  increased  by  296  from  2068  in  1950  to 
2364  in  1960.   This  is  an  increase  of  12.5  percent  which,  on  the 
surface,  appears  to  be  a  healthy  growth  indicator.   An  analysis 
of  population  changes  by  age  groups  during  this  past  decade, 
however,  reveals  a  picture  less  bright,  in  fact,  somewhat  bleak. 
As  portrayed  in  the  graphic  of  net  migration  (appearing  on  the 
opposite  page),  Mebane  has  had  a  significant  out-migration  of  the 
adult  population.   The  major  factor  that  accounted  for  a  numerical 
increase  in  population  during  this  past  decade  was  the  sizable 
increase  in  the  0-10  age  group.   This  increase  was  not  so  much 
the  result  of  in-migration  as  new  births  in  the  community.   Also 
of  notable  significance  is  the  large  amount  of  out-migration  that 
occurred  in  the  25-64  age  grouping;  the  people  who  are  needed  to 
fill  jobs  in  the  local  businesses  and  industries  and  who  are 
investing  in  homes,  new  cars,  furniture,  and  clothes.   Needless 
to  say,  it  is  difficult  for  a  community  to  maintain  a  dynamic 


economy  with  these  people  migrating  out  of  the  community. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  although  the  out-migration 
rate  is  disturbingly  high  in  Mebane,  this  phenomenon  is  lessened 
somewhat  by  the  £act  that  some  did  not  migrate  completely  away 
from  the  Mebane  area  but  rather  moved  out  of  the  town  into  the 
unincorporated  fringe  area. 

Sex  and  Race  Composition 

In  1960,  57.6  percent  of  the  Mebane  population  was  female. 
The  greater  out-migration  of  males  as  indicated  on  the  migration 
graphic  is  probably  due  in  part  to  the  proportionally  larger 
number  of  local  jobs  available  for  women  than  for  men,  a  situation 
which  has  encouraged  women  to  remain  and  men  to  leave  Mebane.   As 
the  percent  of  female  population  increased  from  51.4  percent  in 
1950  to  57.6  percent  in  196  0,  it  would  be  desirable  for  the 
community  to  promptly  initiate  steps  to  bring  back  into  balance 
the  sex  composition  of  the  population.   Probably  one  of  the  most 
effective  ways  of  alleviating  this  situation  is  for  the  community 
to  seek  industries  that  employ  mainly  males. 

The  Town  of  Mebane  has  a  comparatively  low  non-white  segment 
of  the  population  of  only  9.3  percent;  however,  this  represents 
an  increase  over  the  6.4  percent  recorded  in  1950. 

On  the  following  page  is  a  table  showing  the  racial 
composition  in  1960. 
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FUTURE  POPULATION  PROJECTIONS 


The  Nature  of  Population  Projections 

There  are  several  methods  which  are  cominonly  used  to  project 
populations.   In  the  case  of  Mebane,  the  ratio  method  is  strictly 
based  on  the  town-county  relationship  and  assumes  that  the  ratio 
of  town  to  county  population  will  remain  constant  (i.e.,  that  a 
subregion  or  town  will  grow  at  the  same  rate  as  a  region,  or  in 
this  case  county).   The  a  r  i  t  hme  tic  method  asserts  that  a  given 
numerical  change  in  population  from  one  point  in  time  to  another 
as  exhibited  in  the  past  is  the  best  means  of  extrapolating  a 
future  population  trend.   The  least  squares  method  correlates 
past  population  and  past  trends  and  assumes  the  average  increase 
over  past  time  periods  will  remain  constant  into  the  future.   In- 
asmuch  as  all  of  these  statistical  methods  of  population  pro- 
jection are  uncertain,  it  is  considered  safer  to  deal  with  a 
range  or  an  average  of  estimates  derived  from  all  the  methods. 

If  no  major  change  were  anticipated  in  Mebane,  these  pro- 
jections would  be  of  sufficient  accuracy  for  planning  purposes. 
However,  Mebane  hopes  for  and  anticipates  a  certain  amount  of 
growth  due  to  the  location  of  several  manufacturing  firms  which 
will  become  major   area  employers.   The  amount  of  the  growth  will 
be  directly  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  economic  and  employment 
opportunities  in  the  area.   Since  the  latter  is  unknown  and  un- 
predictable, the  extent  of  such  added  population  growth  is  also 
not  very  predictable. 

The  evidence  of  growth  in  both  employment  and  housing  in 
recent  years  would  suggest  that  there  will  be  perhaps  as  many  as 
8,000  persons  in  the  planning  area  by  1980.   However,  this  is 
merely  a  subjective  estimate  and,  therefore,  it  is  advisable  to 
rely  on  the  statistical  projections  as  guidelines  for  future 
growth . 


Population  Forecast  -  Mebane  (Incorporated  Area  Only) 

Population  projections  for  Mebane  are  given  below.   These 
projections  indicate  that  if  past  trends  continue,  Mebane  will 
continue  to  grow  at  an  increasing  rate.   Depending  upon  the 
projection  technique  and  the  assumed  conditions  pertaining  to  each 
method,  Mebane's  population  by  1985  should  increase  anywhere  from 
356  to  886. 


Population  Projections 

Mebane,  North  Carolina 
(Incorporated  Area  Only) 


AVERAGE 

Ratio 

Ar  i  t hme  tic 
Geome  trie 
Least  Squares 


1970 

2620 

2550 
2630 
2700 
2620 


1980 

2860 

2660 
2890 
3060 
2770 


1985 

3000 

2720 
3020 
3250 
2840 


Population  Forecast  -  Mebane  and  the  Proposed  Annexation  Areas 

A  1966  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  annexation  areas 
suggests  that  they  include  an  additional  1850  people  who,  except 
for  physical  and  political  boundaries,  are  in  fact  part  of  the 
Mebane  community,   A  projection  based  upon  past  growth  of  the 
townships  suggests  that  by  1970  there  will  be  2360  people  in 
these  areas.   Should  these  areas  actually  be  annexed,  the  town 
would  have  an  estimated  1970  population  of  4980  and  a  1980 
population  of  approximately  6000. 


Population  Forecast  -  Mebane  Planning  Area 

There  are  currently  approximately  4750  people  living  within 
the  Mebane  Planning  Area.  Assuming  the  town  will  annex  the  areas 
under  consideration  by  1970,  thus  considerably  enlarging  the 


planning  area,   the  estimated  planning  area  population  should  be 
approximately  6000,  increasing  to  possible  8000  by  1980. 


Significance  of  Future  Trends 

If  steps  are  not  promptly  taken  to  discourage  the  out- 
migration  of  the  adult  popu  la t ion , wi t h in  a  very  few  years   the 
married  couples  of  childbearing  age  will  have  diminished  in  number 
to  where  the  births  in  the  community  will  no  longer  offset  the 
out-migration.   The  significance  of  such  trends  is  rather  apparent 
with  the  end  result  being  that  the  town  will  eventually  wither 
away.   If  a  concerted  effort  is  made  on  the  part  of  community 
leaders  to  entice  adults  and  especially  young  married  couples  to 
live  in  Mebane,  this  undesirable  trend  could  be  halted.   Bringing 
industry  into  the  area  will  help;  however,  if  the  community  does 
not  have  the  desired  amenities  to  offer  prospective  residents, 
then  they  will  live  elsewhere  and  commute  to  Mebane. 

As  to  what  can  be  done  to  entice  people  to  stay  in  the 
community  and  others  to  move  into  the  Mebane  area,  there  are 
numerous  possibilities.   However,  the  success  of  any  such 
undertaking  will  probably  relate  directly  to  the  financial  backing 
of  the  merchants,  industrialists,  and  certainly  the  municipal 
officials.   The  success  of  any  undertaking  will  also  relate  to 
the  wholehearted  support  of  the  merchants,  industrialists,  and  the 
general  public.   After  the  availability  of  employment  opportunities, 
the  visual  appearance  of  a  community  probably  more  than  any  other 
single  factor  affects  the  decision  of  a  prospective  resident  as 
to  whether  or  not  he  will  live  in  a  particular  community.   The 
availability  of  municipal  water,  sewer,  garbage  collection,  and 
fire  protection  at  a  reasonable  cost  are  also  factors  that  are 
conscientiously  or  unc on s c i e n t i o us  1 y  evaluated  by  a  prospective 
resident.   Consequently,  all  of  these  factors  need  to  be  considered 
in  detail  in  any  workable  program  to  effectively  improve  the 
livability  of  a  community. 


MEBANE'S   STYLE  OF  LIFE 


INTRODUCTION 

The  following  section  is  related  to  the  style  of  life  in 
Mebane.   Education,  income,  and  residential  mobility  will  all  be 
examined  as  gross  indicators  of  the  standard  of  living. 

Most  of  the  figures  used  for  this  section  are  derived  from 
U.  S.  Census  Reports  of  1960.   Unfortunately,  in  most  cases  town- 
ship and  county  figures    must  be  used  where  figures  are  not 
available  for  the  town  itself.   Although  the  education,  income, 
etc.,  levels  of  the  town  are  slightly  higher  than  those  of  the 
corresponding  townships,  in  gener a  1  , t ownsh i p  figures  are  probably 
fairly  representative  because  Mebane  is  the  only  urban  center  with- 
in the  townships.   Once  again,  Mebane  will  be  considered  to  be 
oriented  more  towards  Alamance  County  than  towards  Orange  County. 
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EDUCATION 

Educational  Attainment 

Because  the  level  of  education  of  an  area  is  an  important 
factor  in  determining  employment  and  income  of  the  area,  it  is 
necessary  to  determine  educational  levels  in  Mebane  and  comparable 
areas.   The  median  school  years  completed  in  Melville  Township 
are  9.5  years,  and  in  Cheeks  Township,  1.1     years.   The  state 
average  was  8.9  in  1960.   However,  the  educational  levels  of  both 
counties  are  higher  than  those  of  the  townships.   The  level  of 
education  in  Alamance  County  in  1960  was  9.6  years  completed  and 
in  Orange  County  the  median  number  of  school  years  completed  was 
11.1.   No  doubt  the  influence  of  a  large  number  of  institutions 
of  higher  education  within  a  short  distance  does  much  to  raise 
the  averages  in  both  counties. 

Median  Years  of  School  Completed  by  Population 


Age  25  and  over,  1960 


Melville  Township 
Cheeks  Township 
Alamance  County 
Orange  County 
Urban  North  Carolina 
North  Carolina 


9  .5 
7  .  7 
9.6 
11.1 
10.4 
8.9 


More  specifically,  of  all  persons  twenty-five  years  and 
older  in  Melville  Township,  almost  half  the  population  completed 
eight  grades  or  less  of  school.   Slightly  more  than  twenty  per- 
cent of  all  adults  in  the  township  possess  a  high  school  degree 
and  somewhat  less  than  five  percent  of  the  population  has 
completed  four  years  of  college. 

Because  of  the  current  technological  revolution,  education 
has  assumed  increasing  importance.   A  minimum  of  twelve  years  of 
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schooling  is  considered  necessary  to  insure  stability  and 
permanency  in  employment.   Although  the  educational  level  in 
Mebane  compares  favorably  with  that  of  the  state  as  a  whole,  it 
is  significantly  below  the  median  number  of  years  of  school 
completed  in  urban  North  Carolina.   If  Mebane  is  to  compete  as  an 
industrial  area,  therefore,  its  young  people  must  be  encouraged 
to  seek  higher  levels  of  education. 

Educational  Facilities 

Mebane's  school  facilities  are  a  part  of  the  Alamance 
County  school  system.   Mebane  has  two  elementary  schools  within 
the  town  limits  —  E.  M.  Yoder  and  South  Mebane.   An  additional 
elementary  school,  outside  the  corporate  limits  and  serving  the 
Negro  population  of  the  area,  is  West  End  Elementary  School.   In 
addition,  Mebane  Public  School  is  the  area's  junior  high  and  the 
newly  built  Eastern  Regional  High  School,  two  miles  west  of  Mebane, 
serves  the  high  school  students  of  Mebane,  Haw  River,  and  Pleasant 
Grove . 

Several  institutions  of  higher  education  are  within  commuting 
distance  of  Mebane.   To  the  east  are  Duke  University  in  Durham, 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  Chapel  Hill,  and  North 
Carolina  State  University  in  Raleigh.   To  the  west  are  Elon 
College  outside  Burlington,  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Greensboro  and  Wake  Forest  College  in  Winston-Salem.   These  are 
but  a  few  of  the  many  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the 
region. 
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INCOME 


Families  in  Alamance  County,  as  a  whole,  have  per  capita 
incomes  which  are  $100  higher  than  those  of  Melville  Township, 
while  the  per  capita  incomes  of  Orange  County  are  $166  higher 
than  those  of  Cheeks  Township.   Approximately  six  percent  of  the 
personal  income  (gross  income  minus  taxes)  of  Alamance  County  and 
eight  percent  of  the  personal  income  of  Orange  County  are  found  in 
Melville  and  Cheeks  Townships,  respectively. 

The  Federal  Government  considers  an  average  family  income 
of  $3,0  00  or  less  to  be  a  poverty  income  in  the  United  States. 
By  this  standard,  approximately  30  percent  of  Melville  Township 
and  35  percent  of  Cheeks  Township  are  living  on  poverty  incomes. 
These  percentages  are  higher  than  the  county  level  --  approximately 
21  percent  of  the  families  in  Alamance  County  and  32  percent  of  the 
families  in  Orange  County  receive  less  than  $3,0  00  annually.   On 
the  other  hand,  approximately  17  percent  of  the  Melville  Township 
families  and  12  percent  of  the  Cheeks  Township  families  do  have  in- 
comes which  are  equal  to  or  greater  than  $8,000  a  year. 
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Family  Income  of  Mebane  Area  (1960) 


Less  Than 
$3  ,000 

$3  ,000  -  $7  ,999 

$8,000+ 


Melville  Twp , 
%  of  total 


30.2 

53.0 
16.  8 


Cheeks  Twp, 
7„  of  total 


35.  1 


53.5 

11.4 

$3954 

$1299 

$4734. 

9 

A  lamance  Co 
%  of  total 


21.1 

57.6 
21.3 


Med  ian 

Per  Capita 


Total  Personal 
Income  ($000) 


$4639 
$1503 

$8797.8 


$5379 
$1603 

$137  ,319.  1 


Orange  Co . 
7.  of  total 


Urban  N.  C, 
%  of  total 


Less  Than 
$3  ,000 

$3 ,000  -  $7  ,999 

$8,000+ 


31.5 


49  .7 

18.8 

$4271 

$1465 

$62,970. 

.8 

26.9 

53.4 
19.7 


Med  ian 

Per  Capita 


Tot  a  1  Pe  r s  ona  1 
Income  ($000) 


$5913 
$1639 

$2,953  ,828.5 


RESIDENTIAL  MOBILITY 

Residential  mobility  refers  to  a  change  in  one's  place  of 
residence.   In  Melville  Township  roughly  39  percent  of  the 
population  age  five  years  and  older  changed  their  place  of 
residence  between  1955  and  1960,  while  approximately  35  percent 
of  the  same  age  group  in  Cheeks  Township  did  so  during  the  same 
time  period. 

Approximately  73  percent  of  those  who  did  change  residence 
in  Melville  Township  came  from  somewhere  else  in  Alamance  County. 
Sixteen  percent  of  those  who  did  not  previously  live  in  the 
township  came  from  outside  of  the  state. 

Of  those  residents  of  Cheeks  Township  who  moved  there 
between  1955  and  1960,  only  55  percent  had  previously  lived  in 
Orange  County.   Only  4^  percent  of  those  who  came  from  outside 
Orange  County  were  from  outside  North  Carolina  as  well. 

The  fact  that  between  35  and  40  percent  of  Me  1 vi 1 1 e- Ch e eks 
Township  residents  moved  during  the  five  year  time  period  between 
1955  and  1960  reflects  a  high  rate  of  residential  mobility.   It 
may  be  assumed  that  the  rate  was  even  higher  for  the  Town  of 
Mebane  and  the  immediately  surrounding  area,  because  farmers  of 
the  township,  who  generally  have  lower  mobility  rates,  would, 
as  a  whole,  tend  to  bring  down  the  rates  of  residential  mobility 
of  the  townships. 
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Residential  Mobility  (1960) 


Melville  Township 
number percent 


Cheeks  Township 
number   percent 


Population  Aged  5  Years  + 

Same  House  in  1955  as  in 
1960 

Different  House  in  U.  S. 
in  1960 

Same  Count  y 

Different  County 
Same  State 
Different  State 

Abroad 

Moved  But  Residence  in 
1955  Not  Reported 


5079 
3084 

1971 
1A38 


60.7 


38.8 


73.0 


3087 
2003 

1084 
593 


64.9 


35.1 


54.7 


533 

27.0 

49  1 

45.3 

368 

69.0 

447 

91  .0 

165 

31.0 

44 

9.0 

24 


0.5 
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MEBANE'S   ECONOMY 


North  Carolina  State  Librafy 
Raleigh 

THE  ECONOMY 

Manufacturing  is  the  largest  single  economic  activity  in 
Mebane  and  in  Alamance  County,   In  1960,  50.3  percent  of  the 
population  of  Melville  Township  and  55.3  percent  of  those  living 
in  Cheeks  Township  were  employed  by  manufacturing  concerns.   The 
percentage  for  the  Town  of  Mebane,  which  is  not  obtainable  from 
the  U.  S.  Census,  is  probably  somewhat  higher  than  those  of  the 
townships  which  have  more  farmers. 

The  other  approximately  50  percent  of  the  work  forces  of 
Melville  and  Cheeks  Townships  were  employed  as  follows:   Melville 
Township:  12.3  percent  in  trade,  7.6  percent  in  services,  6.1 
percent  in  agriculture,  and  23.7  percent  in  miscellaneous  (self- 
employed,  domestic  workers,  etc.);  Cheeks  Township:  9.3  percent 
in  trade,  10.3  percent  in  services,  8.5  percent  in  agriculture, 
and  16.6  percent  in  m i s c e 1 1  a neo u s ^ 

Within  Mebane,  the  largest  industrial  employers  are  the 
furniture  and  the  textile  industries.   The  apparel  industry  also 
accounts  for  many  of  the  employees.   The  remainder  of  the  employees 
work  primarily  in  lumber  and  feed  industries. 

The  Economic  Base 

The  future  growth  of  Mebane  is  largely  dependent  upon  an 
increase  in  basic  activity  (i^e.,  activity  which  brings  money 
from  outside  Mebane  into  the  community).   Non-basic  activities, 
on  the  other  hand,  primarily  re-circulate  money  which  is  already 
in  the  community.   The  furniture  industry  serves  as  an  example  of 
a  basic  industry,  because  nearly  100  percent  of  what  is  sold 
goes  out  of  the  area  and,  therefore,  brings  money  from  outside 
into  the  locality.   On  the  other  hand,  a  local  bakery  is  non- 
basic  because  it  manufactures  baked  goods  for  local  consumption 
and,  therefore,  it  only  re-circulates  money  already  in  the  town. 

The  impact  of  adding  one  new  basic  industry  to  the  economy 
is  indicated  in  the  following  table.   Essentially,  for  every 
three  basic  jobs  added,  there  are  two  new  non-basic  jobs  created. 
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This  table  serves  as  a  rough  indicator  of  the  growth  and  needs 

one  might  expect  to  be  created  by  the  addition  of  a  basic  industry 

which  employs  100  workers. 


Influence  of  an  Additional  Basic  Industry 
Employing  100  New  Workers* 


Add  i  t  i  ona  1 

People 

School  Children 

Households 


Population  Change 

359 

91 

100 


Registered  Automobiles 
Non- Basic  Jobs 
Personal  Income  Added/year 
Retail  Sales  Added  /year 
Retail  Establishments  Added 


97 
65 

$710,000 

533  1  ,000 

3 


^Source:  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  1962. 

In  Mebane,  the  basic  activities  are  the  furniture,  textile, 
and  apparel  industries  and  a  very  slight  amount  of  agriculture. 
Retail  trade  which  is  the  next  largest  employer  is  largely  local 
and,  therefore,  does  not  add  a  significant  amount  of  new  money 
to  the  Mebane  economy.   As  Mebane  continues  to  seek  industry, 
efforts  should  be  concentrated  in  attracting  basic  industry. 

Stability  and  Diversification 

Every  town  should  be  concerned  with  the  stability  of  its 
economic  base.   This  is  especially  true  of  towns  which  are  oriented 
toward  manufacturing.   The  best  way  to  determine  this  is  by 
analyzing  both  the  stability  and  diversification  of  the  economic 
base. 
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In  manufacturing,  national  trends  are  often  very  important 
to  local  trends.  Therefore,  it  is  of  importance  to  view  Mebane ' s 
economic  base  with  a  view  towards  those  industrial  concerns  which 
respond  most  to  changes  in  the  national  business  cycle. 

The  U.  S.  Office  of  Business  Economics  has  classified  all 
non-agricultural  industries  with  reference  to  their  stability. 
Those  industries  which  are  classified  as  "markedly  insensitive" 
are  the  most  stable  (i.e.  ,  the  least  responsive  to  fluctuations 
of  the  national  business  cycle)  and  vice  versa . 

The  table  on  the  following  page  indicates  that  in  Melville 
"ownship  approximately  27.6  percent  of  the  total  employment  is  in 
industries  classified  as  "markedly  sensitive"  and  7.8  percent  as 
' highly  sensitive"  to  cyclical  changes  in  the  national  economy. 
In  Cheeks  Township,  the  percentage  of  total  employment  in  such 
categories  is  even  higher  --  37.2  percent  is  markedly  sensitive 
and  7.1  percent  is  highly  sensitive. 

Another  39.8  percent  in  Melville  Township  and  29.5  percent 
in  Cheeks  Township  is  classified  in  industries  which  respond  with 
an  average  sensitivity.   This  leaves,  therefore,  a  low  percentage 
of  the  workers  employed  in  the  Mebane  area  who  are  in  industries 
which  are  not  affected  to  an  appreciable  degree  by  outside  economic 
changes.   Only  about  14  percent  of  those  in  Melville  Township  and 
about  15  percent  of  those  in  Cheeks  Township  are  employed  in 
"markedly  or  highly  insensitive  industries." 

Any  area  dependent  on  only  a  few  industrial  concerns  would 
clearly  be  "very  hard  hit"  if  these  industries  were  to  decline  in 
regard  to  employment.   This  is  especially  true  of  Mebane,  which 
is  so  heavily  dependent  upon  industrial  employment.   In  Melville 
Township,  96  percent  of  those  employed  by  industry  are  engaged  in 
1)  furnishing,  lumber,  wood  products,   2)  machinery,  or  3)  textile 
and  apparel  products.   In  Cheeks  Township  approximately  96  percent 
of  those  in  manufacturing  were  engaged  in  the  same  three  industrial 
categories. 

On  the  county  level,  the  situation  is  not  very  difficult. 
Of  those  in  manufacturing,  the  vast  majority  --  92  percent  in 
Alamance  County  and  78  percent  in  Orange  County  —  are  also  em- 
ployed in  the  same  three  basic  industries. 
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Sensitivity  of  Non-Agricultural  Industries  To 

Cyclical  Changes  of  the  National  Economy 

Mebane  Region  (1960) 


Industry 


%    of  total 

Melville  Twp , 

Emp 1 o  ymen t 


%  of  total 
Cheeks  Twp, 
Emp 1 o  ymen t 


Group  1:  Highly  Insensitive 
Utilities,  Communication, 

Transportation 
Educational  Services 
Medical  and  Other  Professional 


9  .5 


1  .8 
3.  1 
4,6 


9.2 


1.8 
4.3 
3.1 


Group  2:  Markedly  Insensitive 
Foods  and  Kindred  Products 
Business  and  Repair  Services 
Personal  Services 
Printing,  Publishing,  and 
Allied  Products 


4.8 


0.8 
1  .0 
2.7 

0.3 


6.  1 


0.3 


Group  3:  Average  Sensitivity 
Apparel  and  Finished  Products 
Retail  Trade 
Private  Households 


39.8 


18.2* 

13  .6 

8.0 


29.5 


15.1* 

11  .3 

3.1 


Group  4:  Markedly  Sensitive 

Construction 

Furniture,  Lumber  and  Wood 

Products 
Textile  Mill  Products 


27.6 


4.9 


13  .5 
9.2^ 


37.2 


6.5 


23  .  1 
7  .6* 


Group  5:  Highly  Sensitive 
Primary  and  Prefabricated  Metals 
Ma  ch  i  ne  r y 


7.8 


i9  .5** 


0.4 
7  .4 


0.0 
7  .  1 


*Es t  imat e 

**0ther  10.5  and  10.9  percents  respectively  represent  agriculture, 
mining,  and  industries  not  reported. 
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Furthermore,  the  two  largest  industrial  employers  — 
textiles  and  furniture  --  have  been  slow  growth  industries.   While 
they  have  continued  to  grow,  they  have  not  done  so  as  fast  as 
other  manufacturing  concerns.   Heavy  competition  and  mechanization 
have  been  largely  responsible  for  this  reduction  in  labor  require- 
ment s  . 

It  would  be  dangerous  to  predict  these  trends  into  the 
future,  but  in  general  the  situation  in  these  industries  does  not 
look  promising.   The  answer  to  the  problem  is  clearly  diversifica- 
tion and  especially  the  attraction  of  high  growth  industries  to 
the  area. 
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/ 


12 
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50 
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5 
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COMMUTING  PATTERNS  IN  MELVILLE  AND  CHEEKS  TOWNSHIPS,  1960 

SOURCE:    Commuting  Patterns  in  North  Carolina,  1960, 

Division  of  Community  Planning,  September,  1965. 


WORKER  AVAILABILITY 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  THE  LABOR  FORCE 

Employment  and  Unemployment 

Data  about  employment  is  not  available  from  the  U.  S.  Census 
for  the  Town  of  Mebane.   However,  it  is  available  for  both  the 
townships  and  counties.   The  2395  workers  in  Melville  Township 
were  employed  in  manufacturing  (1205),  trade  (293),  private 
households  (191),  agriculture  (146),  construction  (117),  and 
miscellaneous  (443).   In  Cheeks  Township,  the  1272  workers  were 
employed  as  follows:   manufacturing  (703),  trade  (118),  agriculture 
(108),  and  miscellaneous  (343). 

In  both  townships,  approximately  twice  as  many  men  as  women 
are  employed.   According  to  the  U.  S.  Census  Reports  for  1960, 
unemployment  is  2.8  percent  in  Melville  Township,  somewhat  lower 
than  the  national  average  of  4  to  5  percent  and  the  Alamance 
County  average  of  3.6  percent.   In  Cheeks  Township,  however, 
unemployment  of  4.2  percent  corresponds  to  the  national  average 
but  higher  than  the  Orange  County  average  of  2.6  percent. 

Worker  Mob  i 1 i  t  y 

Most  of  those  who  reside  in  Melville  and  Cheeks  Townships 
work  within  the  A 1 ama nc e- Or  a nge  County  area.   Of  the  2395  workers 
in  Melville  Township,  2220  or  94.3  percent  remain  in  Alamance 
County  to  work.   This  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  Alamance  County 
workers  —  91.5  percent  of  whom  work  in  the  county.   In  Cheeks 
Township,  however,  only  38.6  percent  of  the  workers  who  reside 
there  stay  in  Orange  County  to  work.   Of  those  who  do  commute, 
some  85  percent  come  to  Alamance  County  to  work. 

Worker  Availability 

As  shown  on  the  worker  availability  map,  the  Mebane  labor 
recruiting  area  covers  a  radius  of  approximately  twenty  miles, 
or  25  to  30  minutes  driving  time.   This  area  includes  part  of  the 
following  counties:   Alamance,  Caswell,  Chatham,  Durham,  Guilford, 
Orange,  and  Person.   This  recruiting  area  has  a  total  population 
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ot  140,210  with  approximately  2590  workers  available  for  employment 
in  industrial  production  jobs.   This  figure  represents  only  those 
who,  skilled  or  unskilled,  are  potention  production  type  workers. 
Their  characteristics  appear  in  the  following  tables. 


Number  and  Characteristics  of  Production  Type  Workers 
Available  with  Mebane  Area  (  19  6  6)* 


Uns  killed  and 


Total 

Unex 

P 

erienced 

Miles 

Workers 

Sex 

Ski 
Male 

Llled    Semi- 
Fema  1  e  Male 

■Skil  li 
F  ema  1 

■A 

.  e 

But 
Ma  le 

T 

rainable 

Ma  le 

F  ema  1  e 

F  ema  1  e 

TOTAL 

2590 

785 

1805 

80 

50 

240 

475 

465 

1280 

0-15 

1585 

475 

1  1  10 

50 

35 

140 

280 

285 

795 

15-20 

1005 

3  10 

695 

30 

15 

100 

195 

180 

485 

•Source:   North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Co  mm  i  s  s  i  o  n , 
Bureau  of  Employment  Secuirty  Research,  1966. 


Availability  of  Experienced  Workers  by  Industry* 


Industry 

Textiles,  including 
Hosiery 

A  p  p  a  r  e  1 

Electrical  Machinery 

Tobacco 

Furniture 


Skilled 
70 

10 
5 
5 


Semi-Ski  lied 

495 

10 
30 
35 
35 


■Source:   North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission, 
Bureau  of  Employment. 
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Employment  Estimates 

A  projection  of  employment  in  Melville  and  Cheeks  Township- 
into  the  future  reveals  the  following  estimates: 


Estimated  Employment 


Melville  Township 
Cheeks  Township 


I960 
2395 
1272 


1970 
2884 
1661 


1980 
3472 
2169 


1985 
3826 
2501 


As  in  the  case  of  the  population  projections,  these 
estimates  are  based  solely  upon  past  rates  with  the  assumption 
that  these  rates  will  continue  into  the  future.   These  estimates 
should  serve  only  as  guideposts  for  several  reasons  which  are 
listed  be  low : 

1)  All  projections  based  on  past  rates  are  fallible  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  section  of  this  report  entitled 
"The  Nature  of  Population  Projections". 

2)  Employment  is  directly  related  to  population  and  the 
population  projections  themselves  are  not  always  reliable 
for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  section  of  this  report 
cited  above. 

3)  Growth  in  employment  depends  upon  the  growth  of  present 
industry  and/or  the  location  of  new  industry  in  the  area, 
and  the  extent  to  which  this  will  or  will  not  occur  cannot 
be  predicted,  but  only  guesstimated 

4)  Changes  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  employment  are  highly 
dependent  on  the  national  business  cycle  which  in  the 
twenty  year  estimate  period  used  here  will  in  all  likeli- 
hood vacillate  considerably. 
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TRENDS  IN  MANUFACTURING 

The  absence  of  town  statistics  regarding  manufacturing 
trends  carries  through  to  retail  services,  wholesaling,  agricul- 
ture, etc.   County  trends  must  be  used  in  all  cases.   While  it 
would  be  helpful  to  have  a  more  specific  and  detailed  view  of 
Mebane's  economy,  study  at  the  county  level  remains  useful. 
Political  boundaries  do  not  designate  areas  of  economic  influence 
or  retail  trade  areas,  for  example.   Therefore,  there  is  some 
value  in  studying  the  surrounding  locale  as  well  as  the  town 
itself. 

Manufacturing  in  Mebane  is,  as  noted  earlier,  confined  to 
several  types  of  industrial  concerns.   There  are  four  textile 
manufacturers  who  employ  roughly  300  persons.*   Another  100 
workers  are  employed  in  the  clothing  and  apparel  industry.   The 
largest  number  of  industrial  concerns  of  one  type  is  the 
furniture  industry  —  five  companies  employ  over  600  persons. 
Finally,  the  remainder  of  those  employed  in  manufacturing  — 
approximately  100  people  —  work  in  the  lumber  and  flour  and 
feed  milling  industries. 

The  following  table  shows  manufacturing  trends  for  Alamance 
and  Orange  Counties.   The  table  indicates  the  number  of  manu- 
facturing firms  in  195A,  1958,  and  1963,  which  enables  one  to 
conclude  that  while  manufacturing  and  industrial  employment  is 
increasing  in  Alamance  County,  it  is  decreasing  in  Orange  County. 
Trends  in  "value-added"  and  new  capital  expenditures  are  of 
interest  as  well  as  the  employment  trends.   "Value-added"  is  a 
measure  of  production  out-put  for  articles  manufactured  in 
several  stages,  as  virtually  everything  is.   The  following 
example  may  be  of  some  help.     A  loaf  of  bread  which 
has  a  value  of  $.30  may  be  produced  in  five 


^•Industrial  Brochure,  Mebane,  N.  C.  ,  Carroll  Y.  Singleton  and 
Associate,  Henderson  and  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 
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Trends  in  Manufacturing  (1954-1963) 


no.  of  establishments 

no.  of  employees 

payroll  ($000) 

value  added  by 
manufacture  ($000) 

new  capital 
expenditures  ($000) 


1954 


A  lamanc  e  Co . 
19  58    7o  chg.    19  63    %  chi 


153  196  +28.1 
18639  18838  +  1.1 
56980    65162   +14.4 


210  +7.1 
19648  +  4.3 
79768   +22.4 


104532   123759   +18.4    145946   +17.9 


3716 


3733   +  0.5 


5427   +45.4 


Orange  Co . 
1958    1958   %chg.    1963    %chi 


no.  of  establishments 

no.  of  employees 

payroll  ($000) 

value  added  by 
manufacture  ($000) 

new  capital 
expenditures  ($000) 


38  43  +13.2 

163  1  1356  -16.9 

3699  3602  -2.6 

6921  6669  -3.6 


252 


432  +71.4 


39  -  9.3 
1078  -20.  5 
3649   +  1.3 

7397   +10.9 
938  +117.1 


Source:   Census  of  Manufactures. 
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stages:  1)  town  "V"  grows  the  wheat  for  five  cents,  2)  town  "W" 
mills  it  for  two  more  cents,  3)  town  "X"  packages  the  flour  and 
adds  another  three  cents  in  cost  bringing  the  total  to  ten  cents, 
4)  town  "Y"  bakes  the  bread  at  an  additional  cost  of  fifteen 
cents,  and  5)  town  "Z"  packages  and  distributes  it,  adding  five 
more  cents  to  the  value.   These  steps  account  for  the  total  value 
of  $.30  for  the  loaf  of  bread.   The  "value-added"  by  town  "Z"  is 
not  a  $.30  loaf  of  bread  but  fifteen  cents  which  represents  its 
part  in  the  manufacturing  process. 

New  capital  expenditures,  on  the  other  hand,  refer  to  a 
firm's  investment  in  its  establishment.   Capital  improvements 
serve  as  an  indicator  of  continuing  advances  and  expansion  by  the 
business  concerns. 

Mebane  has  not  grown  industrially  a  great  deal  in  the  past. 
Many  of  the  larger  employers  are  old  firms  which  have  increased 
employment  and  production  very  slowly.   Two  related  factors, 
however,  point  to  a  change  in  this  trend  toward  increased 
industrial  growth.   One  of  these  is  Interstate  85  which  runs  to 
the  south  of  Mebane  and  ties  the  town  into  the  rapidly 
industrializing  Piedmont  Crescent.   To  the  east  of  town,  the  road 
parallels  the  Southern  Railway  and  for  a  considerable  distance 
they  are  only  one-half  to  1.2  miles  apart.   Such  location  with 
respect  to  transportation  is  excellent  for  industry.   The  second 
factor  pointing  toward  growth  is  the  work  of  the  Mebane  Industrial 
Expansion  Committee  which  recently  announced  the  expansion  of  two 
present  industries  and  the  new  location  of  two  additional  ones  to 
the  east  of  town.   It  is  likely  that,  with  continued  efforts  at 
attracting  new  industry,  Mebane  can  expect  to  grow  at  an 
increasing  rate  in  the  future. 
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TRENDS  IN  WHOLESALING  AND  AGRICULTURE 

Who  1  es  a  1  i  ng 

In  general,  U.  S.  Census  information  indicated  that  whole- 
sale activity  is  increasing  in  both  Alamance  and  Orange  Counties. 
The  following  tables  indicate  considerable  growth  in  both  counties 
in  the  period  between  1954  and  1963.   It  readily  becomes  apparent, 
however,  that  this  growth  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  influence 
of  cities  larger  than  Mebane.   When  Burlington  and  Graham  totals 
are  removed  from  the  Alamance  County  figures,  the  results  indicate 
a  general  decline  for  the  remainder  of  the  county.   Since  these 
are  the  only  towns  of  any  size  in  the  county,  exclusive  of  Mebane, 
it  may  be  assumed  that  the  declining  trend  reflects  fairly 
accurately  the  situation  in  Mebane. 

Trends  in  Wholesaling  -  Alamance  Co.  (1954-1963) 


no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


1954 


19  12 


A  1  amanc  e  Co . 
19  5  8    7o  chg. 


70        89 

627       741 

34644    43186 


-27.1 
-18.2 
-24.7 


2852    -49.2 


1963 


7o  chi 


107  +20.2 

965  +30.2 

76479  +77.1 

4062  +42.4 


A  1 ama  nee  Co  . 

minus  Burl 

L  i  ngt  0  n , 

Graham 

1954    1958 

%  chg. 

1963 

%  chg. 

no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payro 1 1  ( $000) 


(D)  Withhpld  to  avoid  disclosure 
Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business 


15 

18 

(D) 

1  78 

(D) 

8126 

(D) 

714 

15  -1&.7 

136  -23.6 

10204  ^25.6 

500  -30.0 
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The  situation  in  Orange  County  is  different,  however.   Here 
both  the  county  and  what  may  be  assumed  to  be  the  Mebane  whole- 
saling have  increased.   The  remainder  of  the  county  without  Chapel 
Hill  in  fact  has  grown  at  a  faster  rate  than  the  county  as  a 
whole.   Since  Chapel  Hill  is  the  only  town  of  significant  size 
in  the  county,  it  may  be  assumed  that  wholesale  activity  in  the 
Orange  County  part  of  Mebane  is  increasing. 

Trends  in  Wholesaling  -  Orange  County  (1954-1963) 


A  1 amanc  e  Co , 


no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


1954 


1958 


7 

10 

(D) 

30 

(D) 

2093 

(D) 

106 

7,  chg.    1963    %  chj 


+42.9 


16  +60.0 

47  +56.7 

5035  +140.6 

214  +101.9 


no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


Orange  Co.  minus  Chapel  Hill 


1954 


19  5  8     %  chg.     1963    %  chg. 


6 

5 

(D) 

19 

(D) 

1308 

(D) 

106 

16.7 


11  +120.0 

35  +84.2 

2681  +105.0 

214  +111.9 


(D)  Withheld  to  avoid  disclosure 
Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business 


It  is  difficult  to  predict  wholesaling  trends  into  the 
future;  however.  Interstate  85  may  prove  again  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  that  it  will  cause  an  increase  in  wholesaling  in 
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Mebane.   But  the  proximity  of  larger  cities,  brought  even  closer 
by  the  new  throughway,  would  lead  one  to  surmise  that  the  increase 
will  not  be  large  and,  therefore,  will  not  greatly  alter  Mebane's 
e  c  o  nomy . 

Agriculture 

Agriculture  is  not  a  major  employer  in  Mebane,  although  it 
has  a  much  greater  importance  in  the  two  townships  and  counties. 
However,  because  agriculture  is  part  of  the  economic  system  of 
the  region,  trends  are  indicated  in  the  following  table  for 
Melville  and  Cheeks  Townships. 

In  general,  agriculture  is  decreasing  in  importance  in  the 
two  townships.   Although  the  number  of  harvested  acres  has 
increased  in  Melville  Township,  while  the  number  decreased  in 
Cheeks  Township,  the  agricultural  yield  has  made  no  appreciable 
increases  in  the  1960s.   Agricultural  employment  has  tended  to 
fall  off  as  we  11. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  agriculture  will  play  an  increasingly 
less  important  role  in  the  Mebane  area.   While  it  has  not  been  of 
great  significance  in  the  past,  it  will  decline  even  further  in 
importance.   This  is  a  trend  generally  found  in  the  Piedmont 
Crescent  area  and  nationally  as  it  increasingly  turns  to  industry 
for  its  livelihood. 
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Trends  in  Agriculture  (1961-1965) 


Cheeks  Township 


1961 


19  6  3     %  c  h  g , 


1965     %  chg. 


acres  of  harvested 
cr  op-  lands 

acres  of  tobacco 

acres  of  grains 

acres  of  hay-crops 

no.  heads  of  poultry 
and  livest  ock 

no.  people  working 
100+  days  on  the 
farm 


3821 


4961 


258 


3216 


3001 


246 


15.8 


-39.5 


4.7 


2931 


1508 


231 


-  8.9 


240 

234 

-  2.5 

192 

-17.9 

1516 

636 

-  58.0 

1063 

+6  7.1 

1085 

963 

-11.2 

589 

-38.8 

-49.8 


6.  1 


Melville  Township 


1961 


1963 


%  chg.     1963     %  chg. 


acres  of  harvested 
crop-  lands 

acres  of  tobacco 

acres  of  grains 

acres  of  hay-crops 

no.  heads  of  poultry 
and  1 i  ve  stock 

no.  people  working 
100+  days  on  the 
farm 


2364 


194 


2543 


238 


+  7.6 


+  22.7 


2890 


237 


+  13.6 


48 

49 

+  2.1 

28 

-42. 

■  9 

856 

686 

-19-9 

544 

-20. 

.  7 

985 

601 

-39-0 

924 

+  53. 

.7 

389 

2102 

+  51.3 

7697 

+  266, 

.2 

0.4 


Source:   North  Carolina  Department  of  Agriculture,  1961,  1963, 
1965  Township  Farm  Censuses. 
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RETAIL     TRADE    AREA 


Burlington 
Res 


3  mane 

w 


tground 

alI^manq 


TRENDS  IN  RETAIL  TRADE  AND  SERVICES 

Mebane  Retail  Trade  Area 

The  local  retail  trade  area  is  the  land  area  from  which 
Mebane  might  expect  to  get  at  least  50  percent  of  the  sales.   The 
primary  retail  trade  area  has  been  delineated  by  Reilly's  formula 
which  relates  the  drawing  power  of  the  central  business  district 
of  a  given  town  to  the  population  of  the  town  and  to  good  highway 
access  into  the  town. 

Larger  communities  often  have  larger  retail  trade  areas 
which  overlap  smaller  communities.   This  is  essentially  the  case 
for  Mebane  which  is  surrounded  by  much  larger  cities  all  of  which 
have  good  highway  access  via  the  Interstate  system,  U.  S.  70  and 
U.  S.  15-501. 

Because  the  cities  of  the  Crescent  stretch  along  an  east- 
west  axis,  Mebane's  trade  area  extends  only  a  short  distance  both 
east  and  west  of  the  town  limits.   However,  there  are  no  large 
cities  near  Mebane  either  to  the  north  or  to  the  south.   This 
results,  according  to  Reilly's  formula,  in  a  trade  area  for 
Mebane  which  runs  along  a  north-south  axis.   This  is  probably 
somewhat  deceptive,  however,  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
drawing  power  of  Burlington,  Greensboro,  and  Durham.   Therefore, 
if  anything,  Mebane's  retail  trade  area  may  be  even  smaller  than 
it  appears  on  the  accompanying  map. 

Retail  Sales  Trends 

Retail  sales  trends  are  available  from  the  U.  S.  Census 
only  on  a  county-wide  basis.   The  trend  for  Alamance  County,  as 
a  whole,  has  been  upward  in  the  nine  year  period  between  1954  and 
1963.   Although  the  trends  for  the  county  without  Burlington  and 
Graham  also  point  toward  greater  sales,  this  trend  is  less 
pronounced . 
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Trends  in  Retail  Trade  -  Alamance  Co.  (1954-1963) 


A  1  amance  Co . 


no.  of  establishments 
no  .  of  emp 1 oy ees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


1954 


1958 


811  808 

2867  3237 

65395  80818 

6705  8114 


%  chg.     19  63     %  chg, 


-  0.4  875  +  8.3 

+12.9  339 1  +4.8 

+23.6  99019  +22.5 

+21.0  10838  +33.6 


no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


A  lamanc  e  Co . 

minus  Burl 

L  i  ng t  on  , 

Gr ah  am 

1954     1958 

%    chg. 

1963 

%    chg. 

227 

294 

+  29, 

,  5 

292 

-  0, 

.  7 

432 

560 

+  29, 

,6 

593 

+  5, 

.9 

1  1894 

17567 

+  47, 

.7 

20258 

+  15, 

.3 

933 

1357 

+  45, 

,  4 

1634 

+  20, 

,4 

The  same  difference  exists  between  Orange  County,  as  a  whole, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  county  (excluding  Chapel  Hill),  although 
the  difference  is  more  pronounced.   Retail  sales  for  all  of  Orange 
County  are  growing  at  a  faster  rate  than  those  of  the  whole  of 
Alamance  County.   The  retail  sales  of  the  remainder  of  Orange 
County  are,  however,  growing  very  slowly  whereas  those  of  the 
remainder  of  Alamance  County  are  showing  marked  growth. 
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Trends  in  Retail  Sales  -  Orange  Co.  (1954-1963) 


Orange  Co , 


no.  of  establishments 
no.  of  employees 
sales  ($000) 
payroll  ($000) 


1954 


1958 


257  286 

949  1225 

21936  29605 

2016  2918 


7o  chg.    19  63     %  chg, 


+  11.3 
+  29.  1 
+  3  5.0 
+  44.7 


300  +  4.9 

1517  +23.8 

39693  +34.1 

4499  +54.2 


no.  of  establishments 
no  .  of  emp  1  oy ees 
sales  ( $000) 
payroll  ($000) 


Orange  Co.  minus  Chapel  Hill 


1954 


1958 


7o  chg.    1963     %  chg, 


155 

189 

+  21  , 

.9 

169 

-10, 

.6 

365 

517 

+  41  . 

.6 

467 

-  9, 

,7 

10373 

15776 

+  52, 

.  1 

16533 

+  4, 

,8 

832 

1260 

+  51  , 

.4 

1546 

+  22, 

,  7 

Trends  in  Services 

Trends  in  selected  services*  indicate  that  although  there 
were  more  services  in  Alamance  County  exclusive  of  Burlington 
and  Graham  in  1963  than  in  1954  and  1958,  the  receipts,  payroll 
and  number  of  employees  has  shown  a  decline.   This  is  not  true 
for  Alamance  County,  in  general,  however.   The  county  has  as  a 
whole  shown  an  increase. 


■^Selected  services  as  defined  by  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Business 
includes  hotels,  rooming  houses,  camps,  and  other  lodging  places 
personal  services;  miscellaneous  business  services;  automobile 
repair;  automobile  service  and  garages;  miscellaneous  repair 
services;  motion  pictures,  amusement,  and  related  services. 
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On  the  other  hand,  selected  services  have  shown  a  marked 
increase  throughout  Orange  County  even  when  the  influence  of 
Chapel  Hill  is  removed;  in  fact,  Orange  County,  exclusive  of 
Chapel  Hill,  has  grown  at  a  faster  rate  than  the  services  of  the 
county  as  a  whole. 

It  is  likely  that  future  trends  will  be  related  to  trends 
in  retail  service  growth,  because  both  activities  tend  to  seek 
similar  environments.   Both  will  also  to  some  degree  tend  to  grow 
proportionally  to  population  growth.   However,  they  may  also 
increase  or  decrease  with  reference  to  the  desirability  of  other 
such  activities  in  accessible  surrounding  areas. 
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(1954-1963) 


[  employees 
pts  (SOOO) 
II  (SOOO) 


1954 

1958 

Z    chf.. 

1963 

1  chg. 

317 

377 

-tl8.9 

51  1 

+  35.5 

852 

1202 

+  41  .  1 

1042 

-13.3 

6663 

9388 

+  40.9 

9994 

+  6.5 

1728 

2970 

+  71.9 

3053 

+  2.8 

4686  +75.5 
915  +67.6 
3787    +9.9 


1366    +49.3 
2704    -28.6 


employees 
s  (SOOO) 
(SOOO) 


AUmar 

ce  Co. 

oin 

9  Bu 

rll„Rton,  Grahsn 

1954 

1956 

X 

hg. 

1963    X  chg. 

104  +52.9  131  +26.0 

166  +54.7  113  -46.9 

1389  +131.9  1242  -10.6 

285  +51.6  226  -20.7 


Ce.  (1954-1963) 


!Ls  (5000) 
II  (SOOO) 


)58 


1963 


11  I  134  +20.7  177  +32. 1 

249  305  +22.5  344  +12.8 

1790  2589  +  44.6  3208  +23.9 

519  646  +  24.5  906  +40.2 


+  30.3 
+279.4 
+  32.0 


Orange  Co.  minus  Chapel  Hill 
4    1958    1  chg.    1963    I  chg 


b  (SOOO) 
(SOOO) 


65.2     139 
58.6     37 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  AND 

CONCLUSIONS 


If  Mebane  Is  to  become  the  large  employment  center  it  would 
like  to  be,  it  must  re-orient  its  thinking  so  that  it  regards 
itself  as  part  of  an  urban  center  rather  than  an  outpost  in  a  belt 
of  agriculture.   Mebane  should  measure  its  own  progress  in  terms 
of  the  discrepancies  between  it  and  the  larger  cities  of  the 
Piedmont  Crescent.   For  if  Mebane  is  to  compete  with  these  cities 
in  the  location  of  new  industries,  it  must  compete  with  them 
favorably  in  terms  of  education,  labor  availability,  etc.,  as  well 
as  general  living  environment. 

Mebane  must  take  cognizance  of  its  situation.   The  facts 
regarding  Mebane's  past  and  present  are  not  always  pleasant  and 
may  not  be  well  received  by  some.   However,  the  study  of  these 
facts  has  been  an  honest  attempt  to  ascertain  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  the  economy  and  population  structure  in  order  to 
provide  a  framework  upon  which  to  base  Mebane's  planning  program. 

Mebane  should  anticipate  and  guide  the  development  resulting 
from  the  changes  that  will  occur  because  it  —  the  community  — 
is  a  dynamic  entity.   The  purpose  of  planning  is  to  give  direction 
to  these  changes  and  thereby  provide  for  orderly  and  well  defined 
growth  and  development. 
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